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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 February 2008 . 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in the reply filed on 2/18/08 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that GB 2381744 does not disclose 
the claimed invention. This traversal is persuasive, however the restriction will be 
maintained because the instant special technical features do not define a contribution 
over the prior art disclosed by applicant at Figures 1 a, 1 b and page 1 7-23 of the instant 
specification and Resta 6,032,345. These references disclose the features set forth in 
claim 1 as noted in the rejections below. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
applicant's acknowledged state of the art. Applicant acknowledges that it is old in the 
art to make a washer with aperture from felt; see 1a, 1b and page 17-23 of the instant 
specification. Felt is defined as being a flexible, compressed fibrous material and 
therefore meets the limitation of being compressed at least around the periphery. Felt is 
also considered to meet the limitation of being a "wadding material" in view of the fact 
that it is soft and has resilient properties; see page 2, lines 19-23 of the instant 
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specification. Concerning claims 2 and 3, the felt material that makes up the prior art 
washer is considered to meet these claims because it is capable of being fused, for 
example if adhesive was applied thereto the fibers of the felt the felt could be fused. 
Concerning claim 7, the aperture in the washer of the prior art could have been made by 
cutting the material and then removing the cut material, and therefore, reads on the 
claim. 

4. Claims 1-3, 7 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Resta 6,032,345. Resta discloses a washer comprising tufts of woolly material with an 
aperture; see column 1 , lines 11-14 and Figure 3. The wooly material is compressed 
more at a center portion than at its outer edge if view of the lines drawn in the cross- 
section of the tufts Z in Figure 3. Concerning claims 2 and 3, the woolly material that 
makes up the prior art tuft is considered to meet this claim because it is capable of 
being fused, for example it could be fused together if adhesive was applied thereto. 
Concerning claim 7, the aperture in the tuft of the Resta could have been made by 
cutting the material and then removing the cut material, and therefore, reads on the 
claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
either applicant's acknowledged state of the art or Resta 6,032,345. The primary 
references each disclose a washer or tuft with aperture; see the above rejections under 
35 USC 102. It is well-known in any art to concatenate articles as a means of storing 
said articles or as a means of handling said articles. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to connect together multiple washers disclosed in the primary 
reference in view of the teachings in the secondary reference as a means of storing the 
products before use with tufting apparatus. 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over either 
applicant's acknowledged state of the art or Resta 6,032,345 each in view of Patchen 
1 ,887,066. The primary references each disclose a washer or tuft with aperture; see 
the above rejections under 35 USC 102. The secondary reference discloses the use of 
cuts in the form of a cross in tufting washers to provide flexibility in the aperture area of 
the washer; see page 1 , lines 86-97. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to provide the washers of the primary references with cuts in the shape of a 
cross as taught by the secondary reference in order to provide the desired flexibility for 
a particular end use. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Thomas whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1502. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-4:00 M-THUR. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 571-272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alexander Thomas/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 



